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What is IC-rated vs non-IC recessed lighting?

IC-rated recessed lights can be safely installed in direct contact with insulation, while non-IC lights must
maintain clearance from insulation to prevent overheating and fire hazards. This distinction is crucial for safe

installation and code compliance in Ottawa homes.
IC Rating Explained

IC stands for "Insulation Contact," and this rating determines where and how recessed lights can be installed. IC-
rated fixtures have enhanced thermal protection and housing design that allows them to operate safely even when
completely surrounded by insulation. The fixture's housing is designed to dissipate heat effectively without creating

dangerous temperatures that could ignite nearby materials.

Non-IC rated fixtures lack this thermal protection and must maintain a minimum 3-inch clearance from any
insulation material. If insulation comes into contact with a non-IC fixture, heat buildup can occur, potentially

reaching temperatures that ignite the insulation or surrounding materials - a serious fire hazard.
Ontario Code Requirements

Under the Ontario Electrical Safety Code, recessed lighting installations must comply with manufacturer
specifications and CSA standards. While the code doesn't specifically mandate IC-rated fixtures, it requires that all
electrical equipment be installed safely according to manufacturer instructions. This means non-IC fixtures installed

in insulated areas without proper clearance would violate code requirements.

Most modern installations in Ottawa use IC-rated fixtures because they're more versatile and eliminate the risk of
insulation contact. ESA inspectors will verify that fixtures are properly rated for their installation location during the

mandatory inspection.
Practical Considerations for Ottawa Homes

In Ottawa's climate, proper insulation is essential for energy efficiency, making IC-rated fixtures the practical choice
for most applications. Older homes being retrofitted with pot lights often have existing insulation that would need to

be cut back around non-IC fixtures, reducing the home's thermal performance.
Cost and Performance Differences

IC-rated fixtures typically cost $20-50 more per unit than non-IC versions, but this small premium is worthwhile for
the installation flexibility and safety they provide. Modern IC-rated LED fixtures operate efficiently and have

excellent heat dissipation, making the thermal protection largely transparent to performance.
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Installation Requirements

Any recessed lighting installation requires an ESA permit in Ontario, as it involves creating new circuits or modifying
existing ones. A licensed electrician must pull the permit, complete the installation to code, and arrange for ESA

inspection. This ensures proper fixture selection, wiring methods, and compliance with fire safety requirements.

For your pot light project, specify IC-rated fixtures to ensure safe installation regardless of insulation conditions.

This eliminates potential complications during installation and provides peace of mind for long-term safety.

How do | choose the right dimmer switch for LED lights?

Choosing the right dimmer switch for LED lights requires matching the dimmer type to your specific LED
bulbs and ensuring compatibility - using the wrong dimmer can cause flickering, buzzing, or premature
LED failure.

The key difference with LED dimmers is that they need to work with the much lower wattage of LED bulbs
compared to traditional incandescent lights. A standard incandescent dimmer designed for 600W might struggle to

properly control just 60W of LED lighting, leading to performance issues.

LED-compatible dimmers are specifically designed to work with the electronic drivers inside LED bulbs. Look for
dimmers labeled "LED compatible" or "CFL/LED" on the packaging. Popular brands like Lutron, Leviton, and Eaton
make reliable LED dimmers that work well with most LED bulbs. These dimmers typically have lower minimum load
requirements (as low as 1W) and are engineered to prevent the flickering and buzzing common with standard

dimmers.

Check your LED bulb specifications before purchasing a dimmer. The bulb packaging should clearly state
"dimmable" - non-dimmable LEDs will flicker, buzz, or fail completely when used with any dimmer switch. Even with
dimmable LEDs, some brands work better with certain dimmer manufacturers. Lutron maintains a compatibility

database on their website that's particularly helpful for matching dimmers to specific LED bulbs.

Consider the total wattage of your LED lights. If you're replacing six 60W incandescent bulbs with 9W LEDs, your
total load drops from 360W to just 54W. Make sure your chosen dimmer can handle this lower wattage - many LED

dimmers work best with a minimum load of 10-25W.

In Ontario, replacing a dimmer switch with another dimmer doesn't require an ESA permit as long as you're

not changing the circuit or adding new wiring. However, always turn off the circuit breaker before starting any

Ottawa Electrical — electricalottawa.ca — Generated March 15, 2026



electrical work. If you're uncomfortable working with electrical connections or if your home has older wiring without

proper grounding, it's safer to have a licensed electrician handle the installation.

Smart dimmers are another excellent option for LED lights. Brands like Lutron Caseta, Leviton Decora Smart, and
TP-Link Kasa offer LED-compatible smart dimmers that you can control from your phone or integrate with home
automation systems. These typically cost $40-80 compared to $15-30 for standard LED dimmers, but offer much

more functionality.

For the best results, consider purchasing one LED bulb and the dimmer you're considering, then test them together
before buying bulbs for your entire installation. This small investment can save you from compatibility issues down

the road.

How much light do | need in my basement?

Basement lighting requirements depend on your basement's use, but as a general rule, you'll want 20-30

lumens per square foot for general lighting, with task-specific areas needing 50-75 lumens per square foot.

The amount of light needed varies significantly based on how you use your basement space. For a basic unfinished
basement used primarily for storage and utilities, 20 lumens per square foot provides adequate general lighting.
However, if you're creating a finished living space, home office, or workshop, you'll want to increase this to 30-50

lumens per square foot for comfortable daily use.

Calculating your lighting needs is straightforward: multiply your basement's square footage by the desired
lumens per square foot. For example, a 600 square foot finished basement would need 18,000-30,000 total lumens.
With modern LED bulbs producing 800-1,000 lumens each, you'd need approximately 20-30 light sources

strategically placed throughout the space.

Ceiling height and layout matter significantly in basement lighting design. Standard 8-foot ceilings work well
with recessed pot lights spaced 6-8 feet apart, while lower ceilings might require surface-mounted fixtures or track
lighting. For basements with exposed joists or ductwork, consider industrial-style fixtures or LED strip lighting that

can navigate around obstacles.

In Ottawa's climate, many basements serve multiple purposes throughout the year. Task lighting becomes
crucial for specific areas - workshop spaces need 75-100 lumens per square foot, while a home theater might only
need 10-15 lumens per square foot with dimmable controls. Laundry areas require bright, even lighting (50+ lumens

per square foot) to properly sort and fold clothes.
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ESA requirements in Ontario mandate that basement lighting circuits must be properly wired and protected. Any
new lighting circuits require ESA permits and professional installation. If you're adding significant lighting to an
unfinished basement, this often involves running new circuits from your electrical panel, which must be done by a

licensed electrician.

For basement renovations involving new lighting circuits, expect installation costs of $150-250 per pot light
including wiring, or $300-600 for a new dedicated lighting circuit. The investment in proper lighting transforms your
basement from a dark storage area into usable living space, significantly increasing your home's functionality and

value.

Consider layered lighting - combine general overhead lighting with task lighting and accent lighting to create a

comfortable, functional basement environment that serves your family's specific needs.
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How much does it cost to install recessed lighting in a living room?

Installing recessed lighting in an Ottawa living room typically costs $150-$250 per light, with most living
rooms requiring 6-8 lights for proper illumination - expect a total project cost of $1,200-$2,500 including

materials, labor, and ESA permits.

The cost breakdown depends on several factors specific to your situation. New construction or renovation where
the ceiling is already open runs significantly cheaper at $100-$150 per light, since electricians have easy access to
run wiring. However, retrofitting recessed lights in an existing finished ceiling costs more ($150-$250 per light)

due to the additional work of cutting holes, fishing wires through finished spaces, and patching any access points.

Material costs vary based on your choices. Basic LED recessed lights start around $25-$40 each, while premium
options with dimming capabilities, color temperature adjustment, or smart home integration can run $60-$150 per
fixture. Most Ottawa homeowners choose quality LED fixtures in the $40-$80 range for living rooms, as they

provide excellent light quality and last 15-20 years.

ESA permit requirements add $100-$200 to your project cost in Ontario. Installing recessed lighting typically
requires running new circuits or extending existing ones, which requires an ESA permit and inspection. Your
licensed electrician will handle the permit process, but factor this into your budget. The permit ensures the work

meets Ontario Electrical Safety Code requirements and protects your home insurance coverage.

Circuit considerations significantly impact costs. If your living room's existing lighting circuit can handle the
additional load (typically 6-8 LED recessed lights draw about 60-80 watts total), the installation is straightforward.
However, if you need a new dedicated circuit from the panel, add $300-$600 to the project cost. Many older Ottawa

homes require new circuits since original wiring wasn't designed for multiple recessed lights.

Labor timing affects your final bill. A typical living room installation takes 4-6 hours for an experienced electrician,
assuming standard ceiling height and reasonable access. Complex layouts, cathedral ceilings, or homes with

challenging access (like multiple floors above) increase labor time and costs.

Smart home integration is increasingly popular in Ottawa. Adding dimmer switches runs an extra $100-$200,
while smart switches compatible with Alexa or Google Home add $150-$300. These features significantly enhance

your living room's ambiance and energy efficiency.

For your specific living room project, request quotes from ESA-licensed electricians who can assess your ceiling
access, existing electrical capacity, and optimal light placement. Electrical Ottawa connects you with vetted
professionals from the Ottawa Construction Network who provide transparent pricing and quality workmanship for

your recessed lighting installation.
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Can linstall landscape lighting without an electrician?

Installing landscape lighting yourself depends on the type of system and power source, but most

installations in Ontario require a licensed electrician due to ESA permit requirements and safety concerns.

For low-voltage LED landscape lighting systems (12V or 24V), homeowners can legally install the fixtures and
run the low-voltage wiring themselves. These systems use a transformer that plugs into an existing outdoor outlet,
stepping down household voltage to safe levels. You can install path lights, spotlights, and deck lighting without

permits as long as you're not modifying any electrical circuits or installing new outlets.

However, line voltage systems (120V) absolutely require a licensed electrician and ESA permits. This includes
any new outdoor outlets, underground wiring, or connections to your home's electrical panel. Even if you want to

add a simple outlet for your low-voltage transformer, that requires professional installation and inspection.

Safety considerations make professional installation worth considering even for low-voltage systems. Outdoor
electrical work involves weatherproofing, proper burial depths for cables, and understanding how moisture affects
connections. Improper installation can lead to shorts, fixture failure, or even electrocution if water enters

connections.

ESA requirements in Ontario are strict about outdoor electrical work. Any new circuits, outlets, or modifications to
existing wiring need permits and inspections. The typical cost for having a licensed electrician install a basic low-
voltage landscape lighting system ranges from $800 to $2,000, depending on the number of fixtures and complexity

of the layout.

What you can safely do yourself includes planning your lighting layout, selecting fixtures, and installing low-
voltage LED systems that plug into existing outdoor outlets. Always ensure any outdoor outlets you use have GFCI

protection - this is required by the Ontario Electrical Safety Code for all outdoor locations.

For a professional landscape lighting installation that includes new circuits or outlets, Electrical Ottawa can provide

a free consultation to discuss your specific needs and ensure everything meets ESA requirements safely.

Can linstall a ceiling fan where there's just a light fixture?

Yes, you can typically install a ceiling fan where there's currently a light fixture, but it requires checking the

electrical box support and potentially upgrading the wiring. Most standard light fixture boxes aren't rated to
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support the weight and vibration of a ceiling fan, so this usually involves more than just swapping fixtures.
Electrical Box Requirements

The existing electrical box must be replaced with a fan-rated box that can handle at least 35 pounds of weight plus
the dynamic load from fan operation. Standard plastic light fixture boxes will fail under fan stress, creating a serious
safety hazard. The new box must be securely fastened to a ceiling joist or use a fan-rated brace bar between joists.

In Ottawa homes, this often means opening up the ceiling to access the mounting point properly.
Wiring Considerations

If you want separate control of the fan and light (most homeowners do), you'll need to run new 14-3 wire from the
switch to the fan location. Many existing light fixtures only have 14-2 wire, which provides power but not separate
control. The Ontario Electrical Safety Code requires proper wire sizing - 14 AWG wire is sufficient for most

residential ceiling fans, but larger fans may need 12 AWG wire.
ESA Permit Requirements

Installing a ceiling fan typically requires an ESA permit in Ontario because it involves modifying the electrical circuit
and installing a new electrical box. The work must be done by a licensed electrician, and ESA will inspect to ensure

the installation meets code requirements for proper support and electrical connections.
What You Can't DIY

While homeowners can legally replace a light fixture with an identical one, installing a ceiling fan involves structural
and electrical modifications that require professional expertise. The fan box installation, potential rewiring, and

balancing all need to be done correctly to prevent the fan from falling or creating electrical hazards.
Safety and Next Steps

Never attempt to mount a ceiling fan to a standard light fixture box - this is a recipe for the fan falling and
causing serious injury. If you're experiencing issues with an existing ceiling fan wobbling or making noise, this often

indicates improper installation or a failing electrical box.

For a professional ceiling fan installation in Ottawa, expect to pay $300-600 depending on the complexity of the
electrical work needed. This includes the fan-rated electrical box, proper wiring, and ensuring everything meets
ESA requirements. For a free assessment of your specific installation, Electrical Ottawa can evaluate what's

needed to safely install your ceiling fan.
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Why does my dimmer switch get hot?

Dimmer switches generate heat during normal operation, but excessive heat indicates a problem that

needs immediate attention. This is a common issue that can range from normal operation to a serious fire hazard.

Normal Heat Generation All dimmer switches produce some heat because they work by rapidly switching the
electrical current on and off to reduce the voltage reaching your lights. This process creates resistance, which
generates heat. A dimmer that's warm to the touch during operation is typically normal, especially when dimming

lights to lower levels or controlling higher wattage loads.

When Heat Becomes Dangerous If your dimmer switch is hot enough that you can't comfortably keep your hand
on it, or if it's too hot to touch, this indicates a serious problem. Excessive heat can be caused by several issues:
the dimmer is overloaded beyond its rated capacity, there are loose wire connections creating resistance, the

dimmer is incompatible with your light type (especially LED or CFL bulbs), or the switch itself is failing internally.

Load Capacity and Compatibility Issues Most residential dimmers are rated for 600 watts, but this capacity
decreases in multi-gang boxes where heat buildup is greater. If you're controlling more wattage than the dimmer
can handle, it will overheat. Additionally, older dimmers designed for incandescent bulbs often overheat when used
with LED or CFL bulbs, even if the wattage seems within limits. Modern LED-compatible dimmers are specifically

designed to handle the different electrical characteristics of these energy-efficient bulbs.

Immediate Safety Steps If your dimmer is excessively hot, turn off the circuit breaker controlling that switch
immediately. Don't continue using an overheating dimmer - this is a fire hazard. Check if the dimmer is rated for the
total wattage of bulbs it's controlling, and verify it's compatible with your bulb type. Look for any signs of burning,

discoloration, or unusual odors around the switch.

ESA Requirements and Professional Help Under the Ontario Electrical Safety Code, dimmer installation and
replacement must be done safely and to code. While homeowners can replace switches with the power off,

diagnosing overheating issues often requires checking wire connections and load calculations - work best left to
licensed electricians. If loose connections are the cause, this requires immediate professional attention as it's a

serious fire risk.

For a proper diagnosis of your overheating dimmer and safe replacement with the correct type, contact Electrical
Ottawa for a consultation. Our ESA-licensed electricians can ensure your dimmer switches are properly sized,
compatible, and safely installed.
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Can linstall pot lights in my basement myself?

While you technically can replace existing light fixtures yourself in Ontario, installing new pot lights
typically requires running new circuits and cutting into ceiling joists - work that requires an ESA permit and

licensed electrician.

Most pot light installations aren't simple fixture replacements. If you're adding lights where none existed before,
you're creating new circuits or extending existing ones, which requires an ESA permit in Ontario. Even if you're
"replacing” existing fixtures, pot lights often need different electrical boxes, proper IC (insulation contact) ratings for

insulated ceilings, and specific spacing to avoid structural damage to joists.

The structural considerations are significant. Cutting holes in ceiling joists can compromise your home's
structural integrity if done incorrectly. Licensed electricians know how to locate joists, avoid load-bearing elements,
and maintain proper clearances. They also understand which pot lights are rated for contact with insulation - critical

in most Ottawa basements where insulation is present above the ceiling.

From a code perspective, the Ontario Electrical Safety Code requires permits for new circuits or modifications to
existing circuits. If your basement pot lights need AFCI protection (required in newer installations) or if you're
adding more load than the existing circuit can handle, you'll need a licensed electrician to ensure compliance. ESA
inspections are mandatory for permitted work, and insurance companies can deny claims for unpermitted electrical

work.

What you can do yourself is replace an existing light fixture with another fixture of the same type, as long as
you're not modifying the circuit or electrical box. But most pot light installations go beyond this simple replacement

scope.

The safety risks include fire from improper connections, structural damage from incorrect cutting, and potential
electrocution if you're working with live circuits. Pot lights generate heat, and improper installation can create fire

hazards, especially with insulation contact.

For pot light installation in your Ottawa basement, contact a licensed electrician who can pull the necessary ESA
permits, ensure proper structural and electrical installation, and arrange for the required inspection. Most
installations run $150-$250 per light including labor, and the peace of mind knowing it's done safely and legally is

worth the investment.
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Why do my LED lights buzz when dimmed?

LED lights buzz when dimmed because of incompatibility between the LED driver and your dimmer switch,

causing electrical interference that creates audible vibrations.

The buzzing sound you're hearing is actually the LED driver (the electronic component that regulates power to the
LED) struggling to work with your dimmer. Unlike traditional incandescent bulbs that dim smoothly by simply
reducing voltage, LEDs require precise electronic control. When there's a mismatch between your dimmer and the

LED's requirements, it creates electrical "noise" that manifests as that annoying buzz or hum.

Most buzzing issues stem from using older dimmer switches designed for incandescent bulbs. These
dimmers use a technology called "leading edge" or "TRIAC" dimming, which rapidly switches power on and off.
While this worked fine for incandescent bulbs, it can cause LED drivers to vibrate and buzz. The cheaper the LED
bulb, the more likely it is to buzz because budget LEDs often have lower-quality drivers that are more sensitive to

electrical interference.

In Ottawa homes, this is especially common in older houses where homeowners have upgraded to LED bulbs
but kept their original dimmer switches. Under the Ontario Electrical Safety Code, replacing dimmer switches

requires proper electrical knowledge and may need an ESA permit depending on the scope of work.

The solution is usually replacing your dimmer with an LED-compatible model. Look for dimmers specifically
labeled "LED" or "CFL/LED compatible." These use different dimming technologies like "trailing edge" dimming that
work better with LED drivers. Quality LED-compatible dimmers from brands like Lutron or Leviton typically cost $30-

80 each, compared to $10-20 for basic incandescent dimmers.

Safety considerations are important here - if the buzzing is accompanied by flickering, heat, or burning smells,
shut off the circuit immediately and call a licensed electrician. These could indicate dangerous electrical issues
beyond simple incompatibility. Also, some buzzing can come from loose connections in the electrical box, which

poses a fire risk.

For the best results, choose higher-quality LED bulbs that specifically state "dimmable" and list compatible dimmer

types. Cheap LED bulbs often lack proper dimming circuits and will buzz regardless of your dimmer switch.

If you're experiencing persistent buzzing issues or need dimmer switches replaced throughout your home, Electrical
Ottawa's licensed electricians can assess your specific situation and recommend the best LED-compatible dimming

solutions for your needs.
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Q10
Why do my LED recessed lights turn off by themselves?

LED recessed lights that turn off by themselves are typically experiencing thermal protection shutdown
due to overheating, incompatible dimmer switches, or loose electrical connections. This is a safety

mechanism built into LED fixtures to prevent damage and fire hazards.

The most common cause is thermal overheating. LED recessed lights generate heat that must dissipate properly
through the fixture housing. When installed in tight spaces with inadequate ventilation, covered by insulation, or
using the wrong type of housing for your ceiling construction, the internal temperature sensor triggers an automatic
shutdown. Once the fixture cools down (usually 10-30 minutes), it will turn back on automatically. This cycle repeats

until the heat issue is resolved.

Dimmer compatibility is another frequent culprit. Many LED recessed lights require specific LED-compatible
dimmers, not the older incandescent dimmers still found in many Ottawa homes. Incompatible dimmers can cause
flickering, premature shutoff, or reduced lifespan. The dimmer may also be overloaded if you're running too many
LED fixtures on a single dimmer circuit - even though LEDs use less power, some dimmers have minimum load

requirements.

Loose electrical connections at the fixture, junction box, or panel can cause intermittent power loss. This is
particularly common in older Ottawa homes where connections may have loosened over time due to thermal
cycling. Loose connections create resistance, generate heat, and can cause dangerous arcing - this requires

immediate professional attention.

In Ontario, recessed lighting installation and troubleshooting often requires ESA permits, especially if new circuits or
modifications are needed. The Ontario Electrical Safety Code requires proper thermal ratings for recessed fixtures,
and IC-rated housings when in contact with insulation. Never attempt to diagnose electrical connections

yourself - loose connections can cause fires or electrocution.

Check these simple things first: ensure fixtures aren't covered by insulation, verify you're using LED-compatible
dimmers, and note if the problem occurs with specific fixtures or all lights on the circuit. If lights turn back on after
cooling, it's likely thermal protection. If they stay off until you flip the switch again, suspect electrical connection

issues.

For persistent problems, especially those involving loose connections or the need for proper IC-rated housings,
contact a licensed electrician. Electrical issues that cause intermittent operation can indicate serious fire

hazards that require professional diagnosis and repair to ensure your family's safety.

Ottawa Electrical — electricalottawa.ca — Generated March 15, 2026



Q11
How many pot lights do | need for a 12x12 room?

For a 12x12 room (144 square feet), you'll typically need 6-9 pot lights depending on your lighting goals and
ceiling height.

The standard calculation for general lighting is one pot light per 16-25 square feet. For your 144 sq ft room, this
gives you a range of 6-9 lights. Most homeowners find 6-8 pot lights provides excellent, even illumination for a

room this size.
Spacing and Layout Considerations

The key is proper spacing rather than just quantity. Pot lights should be spaced 4-6 feet apart and positioned 18-24

inches from walls. For a 12x12 room, a common layout is:
e 6 lights: 2 rows of 3 lights each, spaced about 4 feet apart
¢ 8 lights: 2 rows of 4 lights each, with slightly tighter spacing
e 9 lights: 3 rows of 3 lights (grid pattern) for maximum brightness
Your ceiling height matters too. Standard 8-foot ceilings work well with 6-8 lights, while higher ceilings (9-10

feet) may benefit from 8-9 lights or higher wattage LED bulbs to maintain adequate light levels.

Room Function and Dimming

Consider how you'll use the space. A living room or bedroom might need 6-7 lights with dimmer switches for
ambiance, while a home office or craft room could benefit from 8-9 lights for task lighting. Installing dimmer-

compatible LED pot lights gives you flexibility to adjust brightness for different activities.
ESA Requirements and Installation

In Ontario, adding new pot lights requires an ESA permit since you're creating new circuits or extending existing
ones. The work must be done by a licensed electrician who will ensure proper spacing, adequate circuit capacity,
and code compliance. Most installations require 14 AWG wire on 15-amp circuits or 12 AWG on 20-amp circuits
depending on the total load.

Cost and Next Steps

Expect to pay $150-250 per pot light installed in Ottawa, including the fixture, LED bulb, wiring, and labor. For 6-8
lights in your 12x12 room, budget $900-2,000 depending on access to the ceiling and any electrical upgrades
needed.
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For a free consultation and exact quote based on your room's layout and electrical capacity, Electrical Ottawa can

assess your specific situation and recommend the optimal number and placement of pot lights for your space.

Q12
Can linstall a ceiling fan on a dimmer switch?

No, you should never install a ceiling fan on a standard dimmer switch. Standard dimmers are designed for

lights and can damage the fan motor, create fire hazards, and void your warranty.

Regular dimmer switches work by rapidly turning power on and off to reduce voltage to lights. When used with
ceiling fans, this creates several serious problems. The fan motor isn't designed to handle the choppy power
delivery from a dimmer, which can cause the motor to overheat, run inefficiently, or fail prematurely. You'll also

likely hear annoying humming or buzzing sounds as the motor struggles with the inconsistent power supply.

If you want speed control for your ceiling fan, you need a fan-rated speed control switch instead. These
specialized controls are designed specifically for fan motors and provide smooth, safe speed adjustment. Fan
speed controls typically cost $30-80 and look similar to dimmer switches but are engineered differently internally.
They're clearly labeled as "fan controls" or "motor controls" and often have different speed settings rather than a

continuous dimmer-style adjustment.

Installation requires following Ontario Electrical Safety Code requirements. The ceiling fan circuit should be
properly sized - typically 15A or 20A depending on the fan specifications. If you're replacing an existing switch,
ensure the electrical box is rated for the fan's weight and movement. Heavy fans may require additional bracing in

the ceiling structure.

For safety and code compliance, this work should be done by an ESA-licensed electrician. While replacing a
switch might seem simple, ceiling fan installations involve proper mounting, electrical connections, and ensuring the
circuit can handle the load. Improper installation can lead to the fan falling, electrical fires, or failed ESA inspections

if permits are required.

If you currently have a ceiling fan connected to a dimmer switch, turn off the circuit immediately and have it properly
rewired. The combination poses ongoing safety risks that aren't worth taking. For professional ceiling fan
installation or electrical upgrades in Ottawa, Electrical Ottawa connects you with ESA-licensed electricians who can

ensure your installation meets all safety codes and requirements.
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Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Electrical. It does not constitute professional
advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any construction or
renovation project. Information is current as of March 15, 2026 and may change. Visit electricalottawa.ca for the latest answers.
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